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DETAILED ACTION 

Application/Control Number: 10/665,733 
Art Unit 3609 

Applicant cannot claim the foreign priority date of 03/19/2001 , since the 
application was not filed within 30 months prior to the foreign priority date. 

Claim Objections 

In paragraph 5 of the preferred embodiments, line 6 points to Fig 6(a) in the drawings, however 
there is no 6(a) in the drawings. Also in paragraph 5, line 7 table 251 is referenced, however 
it is not show in the drawings. Also in paragraph 5, line 10, tables 251-252 are referenced and 
not shown in the drawings. 

Claim Rejections- 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C 102 
that forms the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office Action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless- 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

1. Claims 1,3-7,10-13,15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 102b as being anticipated by 
US Patent number 6,039,250 issued on March 21 , 2000, b Atsushi Ito and Hiroyo 
Yokohoma, hence for the referred to as Ito et al. 

2. Regarding claim 1 , Ito teaches the electronic money remittance method for 
remitting electronic money for a first user to a storage means storing electronic money 
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of a second user (Column 3, lines 60-62). He also teaches receiving predetermined remittance 
order information from a terminal for use by the first user (Column 3, lines 40-43). He also 
teaches a program for depositing an electronic money amount equivalent to the remittance in 
the storage means of the second user based on the remittance order information, and 
subtracting the amount equivalent to the remittance from a predetermined account balance 
related to the first user (Column 3, lines 47-50). Ito also teaches transmitting the program to a 
terminal for use by the second user (Column 4, lines 24-26). He also teaches receiving a 
remittance instruction transmitted from the terminal for use by the second user as a 
consequence that the program received by the terminal for use by the second user is executed 
by said terminal ( Column 4, 27-32). He also teaches depositing an electronic money amount 
equivalent to the remittance by accessing the storage means of the second user connected to 
the terminal for use by the second user according to the remittance instruction, and adding the 
amount equivalent to the remittance to an electronic money management account balance 
related to the electronic money 25 stored in the storage means of the second user. (Fig 3:305; 
col 6, lines 42-52; col 4, lines 60-63). 

Regarding claim 3, Ito teaches The electronic money remittance method according to claiml, 
wherein, an electronic money account due for remittance is opened; the remittance amount 
subtracted from a predetermined account balance of the first user is transferred to the electronic 
money account due for remittance; and according to the remittance instruction, the remittance is 
transferred from the electronic money account due for remittance to the electronic money 
management account. (Column 4, lines 23-26 & column 5, lines 16-20 & 22-27). 
Regarding claim 4, Ito teaches the he electronic money remittance method according 
to claim 1, wherein, when the first user owns a storage means storing electronic money, an 
electronic money amount equivalent to the remittance is subtracted from the electronic money 
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management account balance related to the electronic money stored in said storage means of 
the first user; and further, the storage means of the first user connected to the terminal for use 
by the first user is accessed, and an electronic money amount equivalent to the remittance is 
paid out from said storage means (Column 2, lines 3-27). 

Regarding claim 5, Ito teaches the electronic money remittance method according to claim 1, 
wherein, when the first user does not own any storage means storing electronic money, an 
amount equivalent to the remittance is subtracted from a bank account balance of the first user 
(Column 6, lines 23-26). 

Regarding claim 6, Ito teaches he electronic money remittance method according to claim 1, 
wherein the storage means is an IC card (Column 3, line 39). 

Regarding claim 7, Ito also teaches the electronic money remittance method according to claim 
6, wherein the remittance order information includes identification information of the IC card of 
the second user, and the remittance amount (Column 4, lines 14-28). 

Regarding claim 10, Ito teaches the electronic money remittance method according to claim 1, 
wherein the program is attached to an electronic mail 5 and transmitted to the terminal for use 
by the second user (column 4, lines 44-51 ). 

Regarding claim 1 1, Ito teaches an electronic money system for remitting electronic money from 
a first user to a storage mean storing electronic money of a second user, comprising a network 
server connecting to a terminal for use by a first user and a terminal for use by a second user 
through a network; and an electronic money server managing electronic money of each user, 
the network server receives remittance order information generated in the terminal for use by 
the first user; based on the remittance order information, the electronic money server generates 
a program for depositing an electronic money amount equivalent to the remittance in the 
storage means of the second user, and subtracts an amount equivalent to the remittance from a 
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predetermined account balance related to the first user; 

the network server transmits the program to the terminal for use by the second user; and 
according to a predetermined remittance instruction which is transmitted from the terminal for 
use by the second user as a consequence that the program received by the terminal for use by 
the second user is executed by said terminal, the electronic money server accesses the storage 
means of the second user connected to the terminal for use by the second user, deposits an 
electronic money amount equivalent to the remittance, and adds the amount equivalent to the 
remittance to an electronic money management account balance related to the electronic 
money 20 stored in the storage means of the second user (column 3, lines 52-58; column 4, 
lines 60-63; column 5, lines 43-45; column 8, lines 22-25). 

Regarding claim 12, Ito teaches a program executable in a terminal for use by the second user 
to remit electronic money from a first user to a storage means storing electronic money of a 
second user, said program comprising the processing steps of: enabling an electronic money 
server to access the storage means of the second user connected to the terminal for use by the 
second user, and to deposit an electronic money amount equivalent to the remittance, and 
generating a remittance instruction for adding the amount equivalent to the remittance to an 
electronic money management account balance related to the electronic money stored in the 
storage means of the second user; and transmitting the remittance instruction to the electronic 
money server through a network (Column 9, lines 37-58). 

Regarding claim 13, Ito teaches an electronic money server for remitting electronic money from 
a first user to a storage means storing electronic money of the second user, comprising: a first 
processing section which generates a program for depositing an electronic money amount 
equivalent to the remittance in the storage means of the second user, and subtracts the amount 
equivalent to the remittance from a predetermined account balance related to the first user, 
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based on remittance order information generated in a terminal for use by the first user; and a 
second processing section which accesses the storage means of the second user connected to 
a terminal for use by the second user, deposits an electronic money amount equivalent to the 
remittance according to a remittance instruction which is transmitted from the terminal for use by 
the second user as a consequence that the program received by the terminal for use by the 
second user is executed by said terminal, and adds the amount equivalent to the remittance to 
an electronic money management account balance related to the electronic money stored in the 
storage means of the second user (Column 10, lines 31-39). 

Regarding claim 15, Ito teaches a terminal for use by a second user, performing a processing 
for electronic money remittance from a first user to a storage means of the second user, 
comprising: communication section which receives, from an electronic money server managing 
electronic money of each user, a program for depositing an electronic money amount equivalent 
to the remittance into the storage means of the second user; and an execution section which 
executes the program, wherein, by executing the program by the execution section, the 
communication section enables the electronic money server to access the storage means of the 
second user connected to the terminal, and deposit the electronic money amount equivalent to 
the remittance, and the communication section transmits, to the electronic money server 
through a network, a remittance instruction for adding the amount equivalent to the remittance 
to an electronic money management account balance related to the electronic money in the 
storage means of the second user (Column 5, lines 41-48; column 8; 23-36 & 49-57). 
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Claim Rejections- 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a 
whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 2,8-9,14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103 (a) are being unpatentable over Ito in 
view of "The Electronics Communicator,30(15),4. (Proquest Copy). 

As per claim 2, Ito does not teach the electronic money balance stored in the storage means of 
each user is managed in the electronic money management account either separately on a per 
storage means basis or collectively. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the invention of Ito to include a 
means to store the electronic money balance separately on a per storage means basis or 
collectively. 

As per claim 7, Ito does not teach the identification information of the IC card of the second user 
is a card number of said IC card. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the invention of Ito to include the 
identification information of the IC card of the second user is a card number of said IC card. 
As per claim 8, Ito teaches the identification information of the IC card of the second user as an 
electronic-mail address of the second user (Column 4, lines 49-50). As per claim 8, Ito does not 
teach the electronic money system, which includes a mapping table between the IC card 
number of each user and the electronic mail address, and obtains the IC card number of the 
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second user based on said mapping table. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the invention of Ito to include a means for mapping the IC card 
number of each user and their email address to obtain the IC card number of the second user. 
Regarding claim 14, Ito teaches a terminal for use by a first user, performing a processing for 
electronic money remittance from the first user to a storage means of a second user and a 
communication section which transmits through a network the remittance order information 
generated according to the remittance order information generation screen to an electronic 
money server managing electronic money of each user. (Column 5, lines 9-1 1 & 27-34). 
As per claim 14, Ito does not teach the display unit which displays a remittance order 
information generation screen for remitting electronic money. Therefore it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the invention of Ito to include the display unit, 
which displays a remittance order information generation screen. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mohammad Z. Shaikh whose telephone number is 
(571)270-03444. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (7:30-5); 
alt fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tom Dixon can be reached on 571-272-6803. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Mohammad Z Shaikh 

Examiner 
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